
^ƚ͘�:ŽƐĞƉŚ͛Ɛ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ ZŝƐĞŶ�>ŽƌĚ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ �ůů�^ĂŝŶƚƐ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ 

ZŝƐĞŶ�>ŽƌĚ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ 
ϱϵ�DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�sŝĞǁ�WĂƌŬ�����;ZŽƵƚĞ�ϲϮϱ�Θ�h^�ϱϴͿ 
^ƚƵĂƌƚ͕�s��Ϯϰϭϯϯ����������������������;ϮϳϲͿ�ϲϵϰ-ϰϯϰϭ 
^ƵŶĚĂǇ�DĂƐƐ͗��ŶŐůŝƐŚ�Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϯϬ��D 
^ĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ZĞĐŽŶĐŝůŝĂƟŽŶ͗�^ƵŶĚĂǇ�ϳ͗ϰϱ—ϴ͗ϭϱĂŵ������ 

�ůů�^ĂŝŶƚƐ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ 
ϱϵϴ�EĞĞĚŵŽƌĞ�>ĂŶĞ͕�E� 
&ůŽǇĚ͕�s���ϮϰϬϵϭ�����;ϱϰϬͿϳϲϯ-ϲϬϬϬ 
DĂƐƐ͗��ŶŐůŝƐŚ 
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�sŝŐŝů�Ăƚ�ϱ͗ϬϬ�WD� 
^ĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ZĞĐŽŶĐŝůŝĂƟŽŶ͗�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�ϰ͗ϭϱ�-�ϰ͗ϰϱƉŵ�� 

:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϮϬ  

Father Herman  Katongole, Pastor 
Pastor’s E-mail: sjpastor@embarqmail.com 
Nancy Koske - Admin. Assistant/Bookkeeper    
Office Hours : Tue, Wed., Thurs.   
9:00 AM— 12:00 AM    1:00 PM—3:00 PM 
     Office E-mail: sjoffice@embarqmail.com 
Jennifer Escobar Esquivel—Hispanic Ministry Pastoral     
Associate              sjoffice3579@embarqmail.com 

,ŝƐƉĂŶŝĐ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�KĸĐĞ�,ŽƵƌƐ͗�^Ăƚ͘�ϵ�Ă͘ŵ͘-ϰ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘���������������
Θ���^ƵŶ͘�ϭ-ϰ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ͗�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬ
ƐƚũŽƐĞƉŚƐǁŽŽĚůĂǁŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
DĂŝůŝŶŐ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ��ůů�WĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ 
ϳϴ�^ƚ͘�:ŽƐĞƉŚƐ�>ĂŶĞ 
tŽŽĚůĂǁŶ͕�sŝƌŐŝŶŝĂ��Ϯϰϯϴϭ-ϭϭϬϭ 
;ϮϳϲͿϮϯϲ-ϳϴϭϰ  

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church                           
78  St. Josephs Lane 
Woodlawn  VA 24381-1101 
Joy Ranch Rd, Route 701 & US 58/221 
^ƵŶĚĂǇ���ŶŐůŝƐŚ�DĂƐƐ���ϭϭ͗ϯϬ��D  
^ƉĂŶŝƐŚ�DĂƐƐ͗�ϭ͗ϯϬ�WD 
�ĂŝůǇ�DĂƐƐ͗�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ�Θ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ��ϵ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘ 
^ƉĂŶŝƐŚ��ĂŝůǇ͗�dƵĞƐ͘�Θ�dŚƵƌƐ͘�ϲ͗ϬϬ�WD 
^ĂĐƌĂŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ZĞĐŽŶĐŝůŝĂƟŽŶ 
�ĞĨŽƌĞ�DĂƐƐ�ϭϬ͗ϰϱ-ϭϭ͗ϭϱ��͘D͘�������� 
ZŽƐĂƌǇ͗�ϯϬ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ�DĂƐƐĞƐ 

�ƐŬ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐŚĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘ 



WĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ŽĨ��ůů�^ĂŝŶƚƐ͕�ZŝƐĞŶ�>ŽƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�^ƚ͘�:ŽƐĞƉŚ͛Ɛ���������������������������
��ŶĞǁ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�;ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͕�
ƉŚŽŶĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ͕�Ğ-ŵĂŝů�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŵŝůǇͿ�ŚĂƐ�
ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ůŝŶŬ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌ�͘���������
ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬƌŝĐŚŵŽŶĚ͘ƉĂƌŝƐŚƐŽŌĨĂŵŝůǇƐƵŝƚĞ͘ĐŽŵͬ������������������������������������������������������� 

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͕�ĞŵĂŝů�Žƌ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�Žƌ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�
ŶŽƚ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ���ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�sŝƌŐŝŶŝĂŶ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐĂůů�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽĸĐĞ�Ăƚ�
;ϮϳϲͿϮϯϲ-ϳϴϭϰ�ŽŶ�dƵĞƐĚĂǇ�͕tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕��Žƌ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ��ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϵ-ϯ�
WD���Žƌ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶŬ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ��ƚŚĞ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�
ǁŝůů�ůĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐĞ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂĚĞ͘ 

^ƚ͘�:ŽƐĞƉŚ�WĂƐƚŽƌĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů͗ 
DŝĐŬĞǇ��ƵďƐ���������������������Ϯϳϲ-Ϯϯϲ-ϱϲϴϴ� 
ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�<ŽƐŬĞ�������������������Ϯϳϲ-Ϯϯϱ-ϬϭϰϮ� 
<ĞŶ�DŝůůĞƌ��������������������������Ϯϳϲ-ϳϳϵ-ϰϬϲϴ 
DĂƌǇ��ŶŶ�ZŝĐĐŝƟĞůůŽ���������Ϯϳϲ-ϳϮϴ-ϬϭϯϬ 
'ƌĞŐŽƌŝŽ�^ŝĞƌƌĂ������������������Ϯϳϲ-Ϯϯϯ-ϴϵϱϰ 
^ƚ͘�:ŽƐĞƉŚ�&ŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͗ 
�ĂƌďĂƌĂ��ǁǇĞƌ����������������������Ϯϳϲ-ϳϮϴ-ϮϬϰϱ 
�ƌĞŶĚĂ�DĂƌƌĂŚ���������������������Ϯϳϲ-ϳϮϴ-ϵϵϮϵ 
KůŐĂ��ĂƌƌĂŶǌĂ�dŽƌƌĞƐ�����������Ϯϳϲ-Ϯϯϴ-ϰϲϯϱ 
>ŝŶĚĂ�tŝůƐŽŶ�������������������������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϬϭ-Ϯϯϯϭ 

�����ZŝƐĞŶ�>ŽƌĚ�WĂƐƚŽƌĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů͗��������������� 
:ŽŚŶ��ďĂĚŝĞ������������Ϯϳϲ-ϵϯϬ-ϮϮϵϴ����������������� 
DĂƌĐƵƐ��ƌŝŶŬƐ��������� 
:ƵůŝĂ�,ĞŶŶĞƐƐǇ��������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϯϴϴϯ������������� 
EŝĐŚŽůƐ�,ƵŐŚĞƐ�������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϱϰϳϭ������������� 
�ƌƵŶŝůĚĂ�^ĞĚĂ����������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϵϵϯϵ�������� 
�����������ZŝƐĞŶ�>ŽƌĚ�&ŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͗ 
:ŽŚŶ��ŽīĞǇ�������������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϬϰϮϵ�� 
'ƌĞŐ�&ĞƌŽŶ��������������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϰϬϬϵ 
^ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ�&ůŽƌŽƐ�����Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϱϮϱϲ 
:ŝŵ�<ĞĞƐĞĞ���������������Ϯϳϲ-ϱϵϭ-ϳϬϭϯ�� 
�ŝŶĚǇ�>Ăǁ����������������Ϯϳϲ-ϲϵϰ-ϳϮϳϰ 

�ůů�^ĂŝŶƚƐ͛�&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�� 
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϭ-ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϭϵ 
/ŶĐŽŵĞ͗�Ψϱ͕ϴϵϱ͘ϬϬ 
�ǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ͗�Ψϯ͕ϭϲϭ͘ϵϰ    
EĞƚ�'ĂŝŶͬ>ŽƐƐ͗� ΨϮ͕ϳϯϯ͘Ϭϲ 

^ƚ͘�:ŽƐĞƉŚ͛Ɛ�&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů 
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϭ-ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϭϵ 

/ŶĐŽŵĞ͗�Ψϱ͕ϰϴϮ͘ϱϬ�������ϭϭ͗ϯϬ�DĂƐƐ 
�����������������Ψ�Ϯ͕ϱϬϲ͘ϭϮ�����ϭ͗ϯϬ�DĂƐƐ����� 
�ǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ͗��Ψϴ͕ϱϲϴ͘ϱϮ   
EĞƚ�'ĂŝŶͬ>ŽƐƐ͗� ;Ψϱϳϵ͘ϵϬͿ 

ZŝƐĞŶ�>ŽƌĚΖƐ�&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů� 
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ��ϭ-ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϭϵ 
/ŶĐŽŵĞ͗�Ψ�ϰ͕ϮϮϰ͘ϳϯ 
�ǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ͗��Ψ�Ϯ͕ϵϮϲ͘ϲϳ   
EĞƚ�'ĂŝŶͬ�>ŽƐƐ͗�� Ψϭ͕Ϯϵϴ͘Ϭϲ  

All Saints’ Bulletin Board 

2nd Collection on Third Sunday for Debt Reduction to pay for  resurfacing 
our parking lot. 
 
Father Herman encourages all of us to gather in the sanctuary each Satur-
day at 4:30pm to pray the Rosary together. 
 
On third Saturday's we host a pot luck supper; all parishioners and visitors 
are welcome to join us.   
 
As a reminder, we have parishioners praying in the sanctuary before and 
after our Saturday 5pm Holy Mass and urge everyone to enjoy our common 
area for conversation and fellowship . 

Mass in Latin                

The Latin Mass Community of Southwest will be organizing two monthly 
Latin Masses in the area: one Sunday high Mass at All Saints in Floyd and 
Friday low Mass at St. Francis of Assisi in Rocky Mount. For further infor-
mation or to be added to the community’s email list, please contact 
latinmass@swva.net.  

����������ůů�^ĂŝŶƚƐ�WĂƐƚŽƌĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�͗���������������������������
�ĞĂŶŶĂ��ŽƐǁĞůů��������������ϱϰϬ-Ϯϴϱ-ϬϬϯϵ��������������
WĞƚĞƌ�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ�����������������ϱϰϬ-ϲϱϭ-ϰϳϰϵ���������������
::�DĂŵŵŝ�������������������������ϱϰϬ-ϳϲϯ-ϮϮϱϯ���������������
DŽŶŝĐĂ�KŐůĞ��������������������ϱϰϬ-ϳϴϵ-ϰϳϴϵ��������������
�ĂŶĂ�WŽƐƟŝŐůŝŽŶĞ������������ϱϰϬ-ϵϭϵ-ϮϬϭ-ϲϰϰϵ������
>Ğǀŝ�tŚŝƚĂŬĞƌ������������������ϱϰϬ-ϳϴϵ-ϴϬϵϱ�������������������������������

��������������ůů�^ĂŝŶƚƐ�&ŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͗����������������������������������
DĂƌǇ��ĞůĐŚĞƌ�������������������ϱϰϬ-ϱϵϯ-Ϯϭϭϯ��������������
^ƵƐĂŶ��ĚǁĂƌĚƐ����������������ϱϰϬ-ϳϰϱ-ϯϯϲϭ��������������
>ŽƌŶĂ�tĂŶŶĞƌ������������������ϱϰϬ-ϵϮϵ-ϴϬϬϲ��������������
EĂŶĞƩĞ�^ŚŽǁĂůƚĞƌ���������ϱϰϬ-ϳϴϵ-ϰϭϮϯ 

MATTHEW 25 PILL BOTTLE MINISTRY  
     In developing countries, medicines—when actually obtainable—are 
often dispensed into hands, pockets, leaves or any other available 
container.  Matthew 25 Ministries accepts donations of empty pill bot-
tles to help improve health care quality in developing nations. Dona-
tions of clean, unlabeled pill bottles help the poorest of the poor in 
many ways: Medicine can be distributed in sterile containers. Pill bot-
tles that are not appropriate for shipping are recycled for cash that 
goes towards Matthew 25:Ministries’ programs. 
    This plastic recycling program keeps thousands of bottles out of 
landfills each year.  
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts the following types of empty pill bot-
tles: 
Prescription pill bottles, all sizes 
Pill bottles with and without child resistant caps 
Over-the-counter pill bottles. 
  
Bring your bottles to Sue Ann Ehmann any Sunday.  If I’m not 
there just leave them in the kitchen at Risen Lord. 

+HOS�XV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�%LVKRSV¶�,QLWLDWLYH�RQ�PDUULDJH������&RX�
SOHV�ZKR�DWWHQG�:RUOGZLGH�0DUULDJH�(QFRXQWHU�ZHHNHQGV�QRW�RQO\�
UHGLVFRYHU�WKH�MR\��LQWLPDF\�	�URPDQFH�LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��EXW�DOVR�
EHFRPH�PRUH�DFWLYH�LQ�WKHLU�SDULVK��7RJHWKHU��ZH�DUH�PDNLQJ�PDUULDJ�
HV��IDPLOLHV�DQG�RXU�&KXUFK�VWURQJHU�	�KHDOWKLHU��:RXOG�\RX�OLNH�
:RUOGZLGH�0DUULDJH�(QFRXQWHU�FRXSOHV�WR�FRQGXFW�D�VKRUW�PDU�
ULDJH�HQULFKPHQW�LQ�\RXU�SDULVK" �3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�XV�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�
ZRUN�ZLWK�\RX�RQ�WKH�FRRUGLQDWLRQ� 

͞WƵƚ�ŽŶ͕�ĂƐ�'ŽĚΖƐ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ŽŶĞƐ͕�ŚŽůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞůŽǀĞĚ͕�ŚĞĂƌƞĞůƚ�ĐŽŵƉĂƐͲ
ƐŝŽŶ͕�ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ͕�ŚƵŵŝůŝƚǇ͕�ŐĞŶƚůĞŶĞƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͕�ďĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͘͟�dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�tŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ�DĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ�
�ŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ�ǁĞĞŬĞŶĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�)HE���-���������LQ�9,5*,1,$�%($&+��
9$�DQG�0DU���-���������LQ�)$,5)$;���9$� (DUO\�VLJQ�XS�LV�
UHFRPPHQGHG��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW��
KWWSV���UHQHZPDUULDJH-YDVRXWK�RUJ��RU�FRQWDFW�XV�DW��������������
���-���-���� 

'LRFHVDQ�<RXWK�&RQIHUHQFH 
)HEUXDU\��-������� 
*UHDWHU�5LFKPRQG�&RQYHQWLRQ�&HQWHU 
7KH�'LRFHVDQ�<RXWK�&RQIHUHQFH�LV�D�ZHHNHQG�HYHQW�KHOG�
HDFK�FDOHQGDU�\HDU�WR�JDWKHU�KLJK�VFKRRO�\RXWK�IURP�DOO�����
SDULVKHV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�'LRFHVH�RI�5LFKPRQG�WR�RQH�FHQWUDO�
ORFDWLRQ��7KH�&RQIHUHQFH�LV�D�KLJKO\�HQHUJHWLF��HQJDJLQJ��
DQG�DZHVRPH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�RXU�KLJK�VFKRRO�WHHQDJHUV�WR�
JDWKHU�DV�D�ODUJHU�&KXUFK�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�
DPD]LQJ�ULFKQHVV�RI�RXU��&DWKROLF�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��)RU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQWDFW�WKH�SDULVK�<RXWK�FRRUGLQDWRU��-HQQLIHU�DW��
��������-����� 



tĞĂƚŚĞƌ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂƐƐ��ĂŶĐĞůĂͲ
ƟŽŶƐ͗�WůĞĂƐĞ�ŶŽƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐĞ�ďǇ�ƉŚŽŶĞ͕�
ƚĞǆƚ͕�Ğ-ŵĂŝů�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ĐĂŶĐĞůĂƟŽŶ�ůŝƐƚ͘�
zŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶͲ
ƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ͗�ƚĞǆƚƐ͕�ǀŽŝĐĞ�Žƌ�Ğ-ŵĂŝů�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�
ǇŽƵ�ǁĂŶƚ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ�Žƌ�^ƉĂŶŝƐŚ͘ 

Volunteers needed at St. Joseph’s 
Parish  in all  ministries:  Lectors,         

Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers,    
kitchen help, Bereavement , choir, 

altar servers, etc. Please share 
time and talents!  Leave you name 
with the ushers  

/Ŷ�ĐĂƐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁĂŶƚ�DĂƐƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�
ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͕�ůŽǀĞĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽŶĞƐ�Žƌ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŝŶͲ
ĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐĞĂƐĞĚ͕�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ŽĸĐĞ�
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      May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy and Peaceful New Year 2020.  I pray that the Lord Jesus and His Mother Mary, may enrich your 

lives during the New Year with an abundance of God’s blessings.  It is very appropriate to begin the new year with the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.  This celebration reminds us that the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, is also our Heavenly Mother. 

      Pope Paul VI instituted this Solemnity  to commemorate the role of  Mary in the  mystery of  our salvation.  Through Mary we were found worthy  to 

receive the Savior of our  life.” The solemnity shows the relationship of Jesus to Mary. 

      This feast helps us  to understand the position of Mary in the church. She is the mother of Jesus, the Mother of God , the Mother of the church and 

lastly our Spiritual mother. Jesus became one of us through Mary and it was through Jesus Christ  that we came Children of God. 

      Mary is the Arch Saint.  No saint is above Mary. The Church puts the feast on the first day of the New Year to emphasize the importance of Mary’s role 

in the life of Christ and of the Church. We commemorate the various saints on different days of the year, but Mary is the most prominent.  She has a spe-

cial role and mission given to her by God. As Mother of our Redeemer and of the redeemed, she reigns as Queen at the side of Christ the King. 

      She intercedes for all of our needs here on earth. In celebrating her special feast day, we acknowledge this great gift for the Church and world; we call 

on her to be actively involved in our daily life; we imitate her virtuous life as a great inspiration; and we cooperate with all the graces we get through her.  

      We do not worship Mary as we worship or adore God.   We honor her, respect her, love her and seek her intercession, praying, “Holy Mary, Mother of 

God, pray for us sinners."   We do not, ever, equate Mary with God nor replace God with her.  Mary is honored because she was chosen to be the Mother 

of Jesus. 

     We learn from the Holy Scriptures and Sacred Tradition that God filled the mother of His only Son with all heavenly graces, freed her at the moment of 

her conception from original sin, allowed her to play an active role in the redemptive work of Jesus, and finally took her to Heaven, body and soul, after her 

death. 

       As He was dying on the cross, Jesus gave us the precious gift of His own mother to be our Heavenly Mother. When Jesus saw his mother there, and 

the disciple he loved standing nearby, he said to her: “ Woman, here is your son, and to the disciple “ Here is  your Mother” 

       Mary is a central figure in the Catholic Faith and her life illustrates how our Almighty Father works in our lives. Mary came from a simple background 

and yet she was called by God to fulfill a very extraordinary role; that of becoming the mother of Jesus Christ. 

      This role was no easy feat. During Mary’s time, women did not have equal standing as men in society. When Simeon came to see the baby, he 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “ This child  is destined to cause the falling and rising of Many in Israel  and  to be sign that will be spoken 

against, so that the hearts of Many will be revealed. A sword will pierce your heart”. 

      Second, when Jesus was born, King Herod ordered infants everywhere to be slaughtered so Mary had to flee to Egypt to escape the massacre and 

save the  child. Despite the hardships she had to go through, Mary became an instrument of faith and stayed committed in her role of bringing to life God’s 

promised son. 

      Humility is one of the most fundamental values we should have as Christians. We can only receive Christ when we are humble and meek. Mary teach-

es us that pride and selfishness is something that we must avoid. She had an extraordinary role as the Mother of God and yet she remained humble in her 

ways and continued to serve the Lord with devotion. 

      Let us strive to be pure and holy like our Heavenly Mother.  All mothers want their children to acquire their good qualities. Our Heavenly Mother is no 

exception.  With Joseph, she succeeded in training the Child Jesus, so that He grew in holiness and in “favor before God and man.” Hence, our best way 

of celebrating this feast and honoring our Heavenly Mother would be to promise her that we will practice her virtues of Faith, obedience, purity and humble 

service. In this way, we will be trying to become the saintly sons and daughters of our Heavenly Mother, the Holy Mother of God. 

      We need our Heavenly Mother’s prayers to have a better physical life and spiritual life in the New Year: Let us ask for our Heavenly Mother’s help so 

that we may glorify God with a healthier physical and spiritual life and a better appreciation of life. We need a Super-Mother like Jesus’ mother Mary to 

stop millions of people who  kill babies, and to encourage nations to enact and implement laws to stop mass-murders by terrorist and fanatic groups. 

      We need to honor Mary as the mother of Jesus: “We honor Mary by actively participating in  Mass and in all the Marian feasts of the Church through-

out the year. In Mass and at other times, we give Mary the  highest honor, because of the gifts of grace God granted her and because of the way she re-

sponded to these gifts. We also honor her in all the forms of Marian prayer we say: The Rosary, the Angelus, the Queen of Heaven ( Regina Caeli), the 

Hail Holy Queen, the Memorare, and so on. These are prayers we should pray so often and have them memorized. 
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SJ= St. Joseph 
AS= All Saints 
RL= Risen Lord      
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